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My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Happy Advent! I was so happy to share the story of my Grandmother Grazia D’Agostino with
each of you last weekend. Remembering her story inspired me to prepare myself for the coming of the Lord as we embark upon this Season of Advent together – just like that barber and
his wife who needed to prepare themselves for the coming of their first child.
Advent is a time for us to recall that Christ came to us in a manger so many years ago as a baby. God Incarnate! It’s a time for us to remember that Christ comes to us each day of our
lives in the miracles that we experience, in the people that we meet, in the blessings that He
bestows upon each of us and even in our difficulties and our struggles. God is with us! It is
also a time to remember that Christ will come again in glory. We wait in joyful anticipation for His second coming.
Last weekend, we lit the first candle on our Advent wreath. Each candle has a special significance. The first candle is for HOPE. The second candle is for PEACE. The third candle is for JOY. The fourth candle is for LOVE.
As we light each candle, we think of our Advent journey: Hope becomes Peace. Peace becomes Joy. Joy
becomes Love. Love becomes Christ.
Also, we as a parish community were blessed to welcome the 14 men and women who are part of our RCIA program at the 9 a.m. Mass with their sponsors and their family members. At the Rite of Welcoming and Acceptance,
we showed these individuals our love and support as they continue their journey toward entering fully into our
Catholic faith. Please keep them in your prayers. We also give thanks for our wonderful RCIA team, who work so
hard to assist these 14 men and women on their faith journey.
At the 10:30 a.m. Mass, I invited the children to the altar to explain to them the beauty and wonder of this Advent
season. The responses by these children to some of my questions were absolutely priceless. They are such a
blessing!
At the end of my homily, I shared with you a prayer. I offer it to you now so that you might consider praying this
prayer each day of Advent.
Dear Jesus, I long for Your coming. The promise of new light is there for us if we believe. Protect us in these
days ahead, and let us experience the light of Your presence in our lives to the joy we so long to find in You.
Lift us up and give us the promise of salvation and the light and saving grace of Your love. Amen.
Let us continue to pray for each other. May you have a Blessed and Happy Advent.
In Christ’s Peace and with great love for all of you,
Father Vincent

NEWS AND EVENTS

Christmas Wafers “Oplatki”: The Christmas Wafer commemorates a custom long used in family celebrations. A

brief prayer begins the festivities of sharing the blessed Christmas wafer. If you would like to continue or to begin this sacred
tradition, wafers can be purchased at the Parish Office. Donation: $2.00.

Rosary Society Christmas Party: All Rosarians and interested parishioners are invited to the Rosarian Christmas

Party at 10:00 am in the Youth Room on Thursday, December 13. If you plan to join us, please bring a wrapped $10 gift for
our “lots-of-fun” gift exchange. We’ll also be collecting a free-will offering to be donated to the Little Sisters of the Poor in
Totowa. If you have any questions, call Ronnie Gringeri at 201-891-5560.

Christmas Flowers This verse rings true all year, but never truer than at Christmas. The poinsettias, greens, & trees
lend a beauty to our church during this joyous season. A flower memorial is a great way to remember your loved ones this
Christmas. Donation envelopes were included in your envelope packet and are available in the Narthex or Parish Center.
Clearly fill in the name of your loved ones and turn in the envelopes with the collection. A special listing of all memorial
names will be in our January bulletin.

Teen Help Needed! St. Elizabeth’s Parish will be celebrating a Christmas Mass for the residents at Christian Health

Care Center on Saturday, December 22nd 1:45pm to 3:45pm at Heritage Manor, CHCC. Your job will be to help transport the
wheelchair bound from their rooms to the auditorium for Mass. You must: RSVP, we have a limited amount of help needed.
Call or e-mail Lisa Tota at 201-891-1122 ext. 211 or lisa@saintelizabeths.org to sign up and get more information.

COLLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK ENDING December 2nd
Offertory $21,218| Online $5,196| Total $26,414
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MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 8
9:00 am Memorial Mass
12:00 noon Richard Doherty
5:00 pm Gae & Salvatore Sinagra

Sunday, December 9
7:30 am People of the Parish
9:00 am Margaret & Harold Bell
Bonnie Bell Gerli
10:30 am Joan Martini
12:00 noon Tom & Teresa Patti
6:15 pm Rose Helfrich

Monday, December 10
7:00 am Marie & Steve Sclafani
9:00 am Rudi Draudin

Tuesday, December 11
7:00 am Stephen Horohonich
9:00 am Living & Deceased
Members of the D’Ura & Gringeri
Families

Wednesday, December 12

NEWS AND EVENTS
Movie Night: The Fourth Wise
Man: The story of Artaban, the fourth Magi, who spends his life looking for Jesus his
King. 1 hour and 12 minutes.
When: Wednesday, December 12, 2018
Where: Saint Elizabeth Room at 7:30 pm
Cost: Free entrance. Free water and popcorn.

The March for Life 2019 Washington, D.C. If you want to attend the March,

Christmas Schedule
Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m. Mass (Church and
Gym)
5:30 p.m. Mass (Church and
Gym)
7:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant
7:30 p.m. Family Mass
10:00 p.m. Caroling
10:30 p.m. Mass

Saint Elizabeth’s in Wyckoff will be providing ONE BUS in collaboration with Mount
Carmel Church, St. Catherine Church, St.
Christmas Day
Paul Church, and other Northern New Jer9:00 a.m.
sey Parishes. First come, first serve.
10:30 a.m. (Church and Gym)
(Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus and
12 Noon (Church and Gym)
the Respect Life Ministry)
When: Friday, January 18, 2019
Where: Departing and returning to St. Elizabeth’s parking lot.
Time: Leaving for Washington D.C. after the 6am Mass. (Bagels and coffee will be
served in the morning. A boxed lunch will be provided on the bus).
Cost: Bus Transportation and Lunch: $50.00.

Are you Ready for Your Best Advent Ever?
Slow Down and Focus on What Really Matters

7:00 am Vincent Puccio, 1st Anniv.
9:00 am Lucia, Salvatore &
Luciano Alu

This year, Saint Elizabeth parishioners are invited to experience your Best Advent Ever by participating in this
FREE on-line program from Dynamic Catholic. Sign up
at BestAdventEver.com/You're Invited. Beginning
December 2, the first Sunday of Advent, receive daily
emails with short inspirational videos, practical tips for
incorporating Advent into your everyday life, and real-life
stories to encourage your in your faith journey. Register now so you don’t
miss a day of your Best Advent Ever!

Friday, December 14

Become a Volunteer Leader for Friends with Special Needs: Young

7:00 am Harry Ciarleglio Jr.
9:00 am Capalbo & Calandra
Families

Thursday, December 13

7:00 am Christine Pappas
9:00 am Stephen Quinn

Saturday, December 15
9:00 am Memorial Mass
5:00 pm Josephine Novack

Sunday, December 16
7:30 am People of the Parish
9:00 am Stephen Quinn
10:30 am Czeslaw Cwikla
12:00 noon Chuck &
Eileen Mangold
6:15 pm Pierce &
Hannah McManus
St Elizabeth Gift Store
will bring
Christmas Cheer
after every mass just
outside the Narthex.

Life Capernaum is a ministry that gives young people (ages 14-22) with intellectual
and developmental disabilities the chance to experience fun and adventure, to develop fulfilling friendships, and to challenge their limits, while building self-esteem
through club, camp, and other exciting activities.
YL Capernaum Club meets two Saturdays a month from 1-2:30pm in the St. Elizabeth’s Room. Leaders are moms and dads, college students, and working professionals, retirees, and other compassionate adults, who want God's best for kids. They
have the privilege of knowing and sharing their lives with kids and young adults with
disabilities. For more information and to “come and see”, contact Blair Ransom
ylcapernaum.blair@gmail.com or 908-347-9976.

Memorials for the week of December 9th

Altar Bread & Wine, Sanctuary Fund, in memory of Joan Martini
donated by Albert & Scott Esoldi
Candles on the Altar, in memory of Henry McNamara
donated by Joan & Family
Flower Fund, in memory of Ronnie, 2nd Anniversary & Jack Brodeick
donated by Mary Brown & Family
Flowers for the St. Elizabeth Shrine, in memory of Stephen Yagos
14th Anniversary
donated by Marta Yagos & Family
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NEWS AND EVENTS

Bambinelli Sunday

All Masses – December 15 & 16

Each year in Rome, on the Third Sunday of Advent, children gather with their families in St.
Peter’s Square for “Bambinelli Sunday.” The children bring with them figures of the Christ Child –
the “Bambinelli” - from their family’s Nativity scene or “Creche”. The Pope blesses the children
and the figurines they bring. Please bring the Christ Child figure from your family Nativity to
Mass here at St. Elizabeth's. Your “Baby Jesus” figures will be blessed as a reminder that Christ’s
coming to us is the true Christmas gift.
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