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+ My dear parishioners and friends:
This weekend is Palm Sunday. For all intents and purposes we are beginning our annual special reflection on the Passion of
Christ. We focus our thoughts on Holy Week and its incredible meaning of forgiveness and redemption. I really enjoyed Father Carlos’s homily last weekend, especially, the story of the bee, which I thought was such a wonderful analogy of our relationship with Christ. It reminded me of this story below that was told to me a few years ago, and so I would like to share it
with you this week. The animals reflect our own human weaknesses. We are shown a simple and real solution to any difficulty we may be experiencing, and finally, we are given the most beautiful and simplistic plan for living our lives.
On this Palm Sunday, let us try to understand how our humanity may be holding us back from letting God guide us through
our darkest hour and lead us to the true joy of a glorious Easter Sunday!
THE BUZZARD: If you put a buzzard in a pen that is 6 feet by 8 feet and is entirely open at the top, the bird, in spite of its
ability to fly, will be an absolute prisoner. The reason is that a buzzard always begins a flight from the ground with a run of
10 to 12 feet. Without space to run, as is its habit, it will not even attempt to fly, but will remain a prisoner for life in a small
jail with no top.
THE BAT: The ordinary bat that flies around at night, a remarkable nimble creature in the air, cannot take off from a level
place. If it is placed on the floor or flat ground, all it can do is shuffle about helplessly and, no doubt, painfully, until it reaches some slight elevation from which it can throw itself into the air. Then, at once, it takes off like a flash.
THE BUMBLEBEE: A bumblebee, if dropped into an open tumbler, will be there until it dies, unless it is taken out. It never
sees the means of escape at the top, but persists in trying to find some way out through the sides near the bottom. It will seek
a way where none exists, until it completely destroys itself.
PEOPLE: In many ways, we are like the buzzard, the bat, and the bumblebee. We struggle about with all our problems and
frustrations, never realizing that all we have to do is look up! That's the answer . . . the escape route and the solution to any
problem . . . just look up! Sorrow looks back. Worry looks around, but faith looks up!
Let us take this Holy Week to place all our struggles and deepest troubles in the hands of our Lord. We all have things in our
lives that cause us great pain. Knowing how Jesus suffered at the time of His Crucifixion, and knowing how Mary and the
disciples were so distraught at the foot of the Cross, let us place our own pain at the foot of the Cross too, and be confident in
the knowledge that for every Good Friday we experience in our lives an Easter Sunday always follows!
God bless,

P.S. As I was finishing writing this column for you, I stopped
over at the Elizabeth Room to visit our senior group. Much to
my delight, I walked in just as some girls from our school
were about to put on an Irish Step Dance for our seniors.
They were fantastic! I hope that next year we can have them
put on a show for the entire parish. After their performance
other children from the school recited poems and speeches.
We have much to be proud of here at St. Elizabeth’s!

The Pontifical Good Friday Collection March 30: Pope Francis has asked our parish to sup-

port the Pontifical Good Friday Collection, which helps Christians in the Holy Land. Your support helps
the church minister in parishes, provide Catholic schools and offer religious education. The Pontifical
Good Friday Collection also helps to preserve the sacred shrines. The wars, unrest and instability have
been especially hard on Christians. In these times of crisis, the Pontifical Good Friday Collection provides
humanitarian aid to refugees. When you contribute to the Pontifical Good Friday Collection, you become
an instrument of peace and join with Catholics around the world in solidarity with the Church in the Holy
Land. Please be generous!

COLLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK ENDING MARCH 18
Offertory $17,791 | Online $3,936 | Total $21,727
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MASS INTENTIONS

NEWS AND EVENTS

Holy Week

Saturday, March 24

Chrism Mass

9:00 am Memorial Mass
5:00 pm Elena Coscia, 1st Anniv.
Gertrude, Pierce
Virginia Jordan
John Newell
Anthony Giamanco

Monday, March 26 at 8 pm
(Cathedral in Newark)

Easter Triduum
Holy Thursday March 29
9:00 am Morning Prayer
7:30 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Sunday, March 25

7:30 am People of the Parish
9:00 am For the protection of
the babies in the womb
10:30 am Priests &
Deacon of St. Elizabeth
12:00 noon Bitsy Madigan
6:15 pm Capalbo & Calandra
Families

Good Friday March 30
9:00 am Morning Prayer
12 noon Way of the Cross
3:00 pm Lord’s Passion
7:00 pm Tenebrae Music Service
Holy Saturday March 31
9:00 am Morning Prayer
9:30 am Blessing of Food Baskets
8:00 pm Easter Vigil Mass

Monday, March 26

7:00 am Anne Delaney, 1st Anniv.
9:00 am Capalbo & Calandra
Families

Easter Sunday April 1
7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 12 noon

Tuesday, March 27

7:00 am Francis Rogalski
9:00 am Joan Notaro

Wednesday, March 28
7:00 am Dot Krall
9:00 am Deceased Members of
the Horrilleon Family

Holy Thursday, March 29
9:00 am Morning Prayer
7:30 pm Mass of the Lord’s
Supper, Mabel Accettura

Good Friday, March 30
9:00 am Morning Prayer
12 noon Way of the Cross
3:00 pm Passion of Christ
7:00 pm Tenebrae Service

Holy Saturday, March 31

Chrism Mass: We would like to invite everyone to join our priests and deacon

to attend the Chrism Mass on Monday, March 26 at 8:00 pm at Sacred Heart Cathedral in Newark. Saint Elizabeth Church will receive a set of holy oils to be used
in the year ahead. Please contact the Parish Center, if you have any questions at 201
-891-1122 ext. 200.

Movie Night at St. Elizabeth’s: Please join us on Tuesday, March 27 at 7 pm
in the Elizabeth Room to watch the movie “The Passion of Christ.” Please call the
Parish Center no later that Friday, March 23 and provide the number of people attending. All are welcome!!

Easter Flowers: As we journey through this Lenten season, our thoughts are

often of our faithful loved ones who have gone before us. Using your Easter Flower
envelope to donate to the beautiful Easter plants & flowers is a wonderful way to
remember them. A Memorial list of your loved ones will be printed in the bulletin
after Easter. Flower envelopes are in your March packet or in Church.

Spring Bereavement Support Groups: Both day and night support

groups are being offered to begin on Tuesday, April 10th, in the Amadeus Room in
the Parish Center. These groups will run for eight consecutive Tuesdays. Please
call 201-891-1122 ext. 266 for more information and to register in advance.

9:00 am Morning Prayer
8:00 pm Easter Vigil

Memorials for the week of March 25

Easter Sunday, April 1

Altar Bread & Wine: In memory of Bitsy Madigan,
given by the Madigan Family.

7:30 am People of the Parish
9:00 am
10:30 am Deceased Members of
the Gaertner Family
12:00 noon Deceased Members
of the Pecorino Family

Candles on the Altar: In Memory of Alicia Madigan,
given by the Madigan Family.
Sanctuary Light: In Memory of Bitsy & Alicia Madigan,
given by the Madigan Family.
Flowers for the St. Elizabeth Shrine: In Memory of Mabel Accettura,
given by Raymond Accettura.
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NEWS AND EVENTS
Sacred Heart School: In his recent homily, Fr. Stephen mentioned his visit

to Sacred Heart School in Jersey City. His visit was uplifting in many ways. He not
only enjoyed interacting with the students but also witnessed first hand how God’s
work is being done by the teachers, school administrators, and St. Elizabeth volunteers. Fr. Vincent has also visited SH and has been captivated by the spirit and
devotion there. Our parish generously helps in supporting this inner city school
each week to offer help in a variety of ways. It is a most rewarding and gratifying
ministry, where one truly receives more than one gives. We are always in need of
additional volunteers. The only talent required is a giving spirit! If you are interested, please contact Lorriane Sedlacek at 201-264-0410 or lsedlacek@aol.com.

Divine Mercy One Day Pilgrimage: As we celebrate the Divine Mercy

Sunday (April 8th), St. Elizabeth’s Church in collaboration with St. Paul’s and
Church of Nativity invite you to join us on Friday, May 4th to attend the National
Shrine of the Divine Mercy, Stockbridge, MA. The bus will depart at 7:30am and
return at 6:30pm. The cost is $50 per person, which includes the bus transportation and boxed lunch. To reserve your spot or for more details call Dotsy at 201891-1122 ext. 260 or dp@saintelizabeths.org.

Archdiocese of Newark presents A Catholic Bible Conference: God’s Word Today with key note speaker Fr.
Pablo Gadenz., S.T.D. on Saturday, April 14, at Mother Seton Hall Regional High School, Clark, NJ. To register go to
WWW.RCAN.ORG/CATECHETICAL.

2018 Anniversary Masses: The Office of Family Life Ministries of the Archdiocese of Newark is once again recognizing
those couples celebrating five, twenty-five, and fifty years of Christian marriage. 2018 Anniversary Masses are celebrated at
the Cathedral of Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark on April 29 at 3:00 pm for 5 & 25 year, and May 6 at 3:00 pm for 50
years. To register call Dotsy at the Parish Office, 201-891-1122.

ARCHDIOCESAN LENTEN REGULATIONS

1. The days of both Fast & Abstinence during Lent are Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday. If possible, the fast on Good
Friday is continued until the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday
night) as the “paschal fast” to honor the suffering and death
of the Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share more
fully and to celebrate more readily His Resurrection. The
other Fridays of Lent are days of Abstinence.
On a day of Fast, only one (1) full meal is permitted and (2)
smaller meals which, if added together, would not
exceed the main meal in quantity.
Those between the ages of 18-59 are obliged to fast.
On a day of Abstinence, no meat may be eaten. Those who
have reached the age of 14 are obliged by the law of abstinence.
2. The obligation to observe the laws of Fast & Abstinence
“substantially” or as whole is a serious obligation.
3. The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are designated as
days of penance, but each individual may substitute for the
traditional abstinence from meat some other practice of voluntary self-denial as penance.
4. The time for fulfilling the Paschal Precept (Easter Duty*)
extends from the First Sunday of Lent, February 18, 2018 to
the Solemnity of the Holy Trinity, May 27, 2018.
*Canon 920. §1 All the faithful, after they have been initiated into the Most Holy Eucharist, are bound by the obligation of receiving Communion at least once a year.
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