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My dear friends at St. Elizabeth’s:
Tuesday of this coming week marks the beginning of spring. If you have been out shoveling in the recent late
winter storms, or have lost your electricity and have had to endure a few cold dark nights, spring cannot come fast
enough! I like spring because it means the long cold dark nights of winter begin to fade away into warmer days
with more sunlight. Spring brings with it new life. The world awakens, and the darkness and gloom of winter
give way to brilliant lush colors.
It is also a time of hope and rejoicing with great anticipation for our Easter celebration, when the light of the risen
Christs scatters the darkness of evil and sin in our world. His light gives us warmth and comfort during the hardships and sufferings we encounter in life. Even if we have sinned and turned away from God, or when we experience darkness because of the burdens of life, God does not abandon us, but showers us with his love and mercy!
In 2012, a new exhibit opened at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History in Washington. Titled,
“Against All Odds: Rescue at the Chilean Mine,” it chronicles the dramatic and uplifting story of survival and rescue of 33 Chilean miners trapped 2,000 feet underground for 69 days. It was a story that captivated the world
and was witnessed by a billion people. During their ordeal, the miners were sustained by their faith. They were
sent bibles and rosaries. They made shrines to Mary, and people around the world prayed for them, including
Pope Benedict XVI as they waited in hopeful anticipation for their rescue.
Finally, an American firm, owned and operated by a Catholic deacon from the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston,
was able to reach the trapped miners and rescue them. Considered by all accounts to be a miracle because there
was no scientific solution for the rescue, the deacon relied on prayer and God’s help to reach the trapped miners,
when all else had failed. Although all 33 of the miners were rescued, they really considered themselves to be 34,
because they believed God was with them in the darkness of the mine.
Christ, in his passion, death, and resurrection, rescues us from our brokenness. Through His sacrifice on the cross
for us, we become people of the light overcoming the darkness of sin and hopelessness. As we approach Easter
this year, may we rejoice in God’s unconditional love that uplifts us from darkness and despair giving us hope for
eternal life. Praise be to God!

Peace and blessings!
Deacon Andy

Stations of the Cross 7 pm Fridays in Lent. Join us!
Easter Flowers: As we journey through this Lenten season, our thoughts are often of
our faithful loved ones who have gone before us. Using your Easter Flower envelope to
donate to the beautiful Easter plants & flowers is a wonderful way to remember them. A
Memorial list of your loved ones will be printed in the bulletin after Easter. Flower envelopes are in your March packet or in Church.

Sacred Heart School: In his recent homily, Fr. Stephen mentioned his visit to Sa-

cred Heart School in Jersey City. His visit was uplifting in many ways. He not only enjoyed interacting with the students but also witnessed first hand how God’s work is being
done by the teachers, school administrators, and St. Elizabeth volunteers. Fr. Vincent
has also visited SH and has been captivated by the spirit and devotion there. Our parish
generously helps in supporting this inner city school each week to offer help in a variety
of ways. It is a most rewarding and gratifying ministry ,where one truly receives more
than one gives. We are always in need of additional volunteers. The only talent required
is a giving spirit! If you are interested, please contact Lorriane Sedlacek at 201-264-0410
or lsedlacek@aol.com.

Spring Bereavement Support Groups: Both day and night support groups are
being offered to begin on Tuesday, April 10th, in the Amadeus Room in the Parish Center. These groups will run for eight consecutive Tuesdays. Please call 201-891-1122 ext.
266 for more information and to register in advance.

COLLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK ENDING MARCH 11
Offertory $16,840 | Online $4,023 | Total $20,863
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MASS INTENTIONS

NEWS AND EVENTS
Bread to Roses: Your copy of Bread to Roses (2nd

Edition) was mailed to you this week. If you don't see your
copy of the St. E's mini-mag in your mailbox in the next
few days, please contact Lisa Hroncich at
lisah@saintelizabeths.org or call the Parish Center at (201)
891-1122. Inside this edition, you will find a "Contact Information" card in the centerfold. Please fill it out and
return to St. E's with your updated contact information.
We don't want you to miss any of St. E's news and events!

Saturday, March 17
9:00 am Memorial Mass
5:00 pm Arthur Zahauer
Kathleen Jennings
George Mettler

Sunday, March 18
7:30 am Peter &
Helen Dahlinger
9:00 am Sharon Taormina
10:30 am Narciso &
Bruna Morson
12:00 noon People of the Parish
6:15 pm William Brenner
.

Monday, March 19

7:00 am Dr. Michael J. Novack
9:00 am Margaret Pressimone

Tuesday, March 20

7:00 am Robert Amesio
9:00 am Umberto Liquori

Wednesday, March 21

7:00 am Christopher Hubler
9:00 am Richard Locke

Thursday, March 22

7:00 am Collen Mary McKenna,
25th Anniversary
9:00 am Shirley Francis
LaBarrie

Friday, March 23

7:00 am Christopher Huber
9:00 am Christine Buono

Saturday, March 24

9:00 am Memorial Mass
5:00 pm Elena Coscia, 1st Anniv.
Gertrude, Pierce,
Virginia Jordan
John Newell
Anthony Giamanco

Sunday, March 25

7:30 am People of the Parish
9:00 am For the protection of
the babies in the womb
10:30 am Priests &
Deacon of St. Elizabeth
12:00 noon Bitsy Madigan
6:15 pm Capalbo & Calandra
Families

Chrism Mass: We would like to invite everyone to join

our priests and deacon to attend the Chrism Mass on
Monday, March 26 at 8:00 pm at Sacred Heart Cathedral
in Newark. Saint Elizabeth Church will receive a set of
holy oils to be used in the year ahead. Please contact the
Parish Center, if you have any questions at 201-891-1122 ext. 200.

St. Martin’s Soup Kitchen: On Saturday, March 24, we will be serving chicken legs and thighs (Original Shake and Bake) and mixed vegetables. If you can donate food, contact, Dolores Cacace at 201-445-8175. It would be very helpful for
planning if you could call by Tuesday, March 20.

Fish Fry/Pasta Dinner - March 23: The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a Lenten Fish Fry/Pasta Dinner on Friday, March 23 from 6-8 pm in the Parish
Hall. Dinner choices are fish and fries; or ziti, salad, and garlic bread; both choices
include beverage and dessert. BYOB. Tickets purchased in advance are $15 for
adults, $10 for children, and are available for sale after Masses, or on our website
www.kofc13678.org . (Tickets at door—$17 & $12.)

Movie Night at St. Elizabeth’s: Please join
us on Tuesday, March 27 at 7 pm in the Elizabeth
Room to watch the movie “The Passion of Christ.”
Please call the Parish Center no later that Friday,
March 23 and provide the number of people attending. All are welcome!!

St. Elizabeth’s Online Giving Note From
Jack Polito: As the Business Manager here at St.

Elizabeth’s, I encourage everyone to use our electronic giving method of supporting the work of our
parish. It’s much easier than writing a check every
week, and your contribution is automatically debited to your checking, savings, Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or American Express account into the
parish’s bank account. Please consider joining many
of your fellow parishioners, who are using Online Giving. It’s very easy to enroll.
Simply go to our parish website (www.saintelizabeths.org) and click on the Online
Giving tab in the How Can We Help You section. For additional information, or
if you need assistance with this program, give me a call at 201-891-1122, ext. 201 or
email me at jtpolito@saintelizabeths.org.

2018 Anniversary Masses: The Office of Family Life Ministries of the Arch-

diocese of Newark is once again recognizing those couples celebrating five, twentyfive, and fifty years of Christian marriage. 2018 Anniversary Masses are celebrated
at the Cathedral of Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark on April 29 at 3:00 pm
for 5 & 25 year, and May 6 at 3:00 pm for 50 years. To register call Dotsy at the
Parish Office, 201-891-1122.

Save the Date Walking with Christ Series: Tuesday April 24 www.YourJewishAncestory.God" - Back by popular demand, Rabbi Daniel
Pernick explores our Jewish roots back to Abraham, our father in faith, 7:30 pm
Elizabeth Room. Tuesday May 22 - Walking with Christ speaker series: "Our
Christian Walk" Former St. Elizabeth’s Parochial Vicar, Father Michael Saporito
returns to share insights into how we can follow Christ and the workings of the Holy
Spirit more closely in our lives at 7:30 pm in the Elizabeth Room.
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ARCHDIOCESAN LENTEN REGULATIONS

Palm Sunday Masses

1. The days of both Fast & Abstinence during Lent are Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday. If possible, the fast on Good
Friday is continued until the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the “paschal fast” to honor the suffering and
death of the Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share
more fully and to celebrate more readily His Resurrection.
The other Fridays of Lent are days of Abstinence.

Saturday, March 24 5:00 pm
Sunday, March 25 7:30 am, 9:00 am,
10:30 am, 12 noon & 6:15 pm

Chrism Mass
Monday, March 26 at 8 pm
(Cathedral in Newark)

On a day of Fast, only one (1) full meal is permitted and
(2) smaller meals which, if added together, would
not exceed the main meal in quantity.

Easter Triduum
Holy Thursday March 29
9:00 am Morning Prayer
7:30 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Those between the ages of 18-59 are obliged to fast.
On a day of Abstinence, no meat may be eaten. Those
who have reached the age of 14 are obliged by the law of
abstinence.

Good Friday March 30
9:00 am Morning Prayer
12 noon Way of the Cross
3:00 pm Lord’s Passion
7:00 pm Tenebrae Service

2. The obligation to observe the laws of Fast & Abstinence
“substantially” or as whole is a serious obligation.
3. The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are designated
as days of penance, but each individual may substitute for
the traditional abstinence from meat some other practice
of voluntary self-denial as penance.

Holy Saturday March 31
9:00 am Morning Prayer
9:30 am Blessing of Food Baskets
8:00 pm Easter Vigil Mass

4. The time for fulfilling the Paschal Precept (Easter
Duty*) extends from the First Sunday of Lent, February 18,
2018 to the Solemnity of the Holy Trinity, May 27, 2018.

Easter Sunday April 1
7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 12 noon
(please note there will not be a 6:15 pm Mass on Easter Sunday)

*Canon 920. §1 All the faithful, after they have been initiated into the Most Holy
Eucharist, are bound by the obligation of receiving Communion at least once a
year.
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