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Dear friends,

This season of Lent is the perfect opportunity to renew our love and faith in the Lord. I know that there are many
things that hinder us from putting God in an important place in our lives, such as sports, our jobs, our social life,
in other words, the busyness of life. However, today we have an opportunity to listen to our Lord and let His
words sink into our hearts. I would like to share with you part of Pope Francis’s 2018 Lenten message about
what it means to have “a cold heart”. This spiritual message is a great challenge and confronts us with the love
for the other and the need of emptying our hearts and allowing the grace and mercy of God to fill it with His
love.
Have a blessed Lent!
Fr. Carlos Briceño
A cold heart
In his description of hell, Dante Alighieri pictures the devil seated on a throne of ice, in frozen and loveless isolation. We might well ask ourselves how it happens that charity can turn cold within us. What are the signs
that indicate that our love is beginning to cool?
More than anything else, what destroys charity is greed for money, “the root of all evil” (1 Tim 6:10). The rejection of God and his peace soon follows; we prefer our own desolation rather than the comfort found in his
word and the sacraments. All this leads to violence against anyone we think is a threat to our own
“certainties”: the unborn child, the elderly and infirm, the migrant, the alien among us, or our neighbor who
does not live up to our expectations.
Creation itself becomes a silent witness to this cooling of charity. The earth is poisoned by refuse, discarded out
of carelessness or for self-interest. The seas, themselves polluted, engulf the remains of countless shipwrecked
victims of forced migration. The heavens, which in God’s plan, were created to sing His praises, are rent by
engines raining down implements of death.
Love can also grow cold in our own communities. In the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, I sought to
describe the most evident signs of this lack of love: selfishness and spiritual sloth, sterile pessimism, the temptation to self-absorption, constant warring among ourselves, and the worldly mentality that makes us concerned only for appearances, and thus lessens our missionary zeal. (Pope Francis)

NEWS AND EVENTS
Stations of the Cross Fridays in Lent

February 23, March 2, March 9, March 16 & March 23

Join us in Church on the Fridays, at 7pm, as we pray the Stations of the
Cross. The practice of “Walking the Passion with Jesus” is quite ancient.
Traditionally, pilgrims to Jerusalem would follow the route of Jesus’ Passion. Those traveling to the Holy Land were able to experience the devotional Way of the Cross and its spiritual benefits. Today this practice allows
us to also walk that route with Christ, to meditate on his Passion and to
share it in a particularly intimate way with one another.

COLLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK ENDING FEBRUARY 18
Offertory $15,955 | Online $1,778 | Total $17,733
Corrected figures for the February 11 Offertory: $18,825 | Online $2,658 | Total $21,483
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MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, February 24
9:00 am Memorial Mass
5:00 pm Jennifer Duffy

Sunday, February 25

7:30 am People of the Parish
9:00 am Patrick Kenny
10:30 am For the protection of
the babies in the womb
& their families
12 noon Robert Denise
6:15 pm Margaret Malone

Monday, February 26
7:00 am Annie Sharpiro
9:00 am Julia Schaefer

Tuesday, February 27
7:00 am Joseph McNulty
9:00 am Ruth Kerrigan

Wednesday, February 28
7:00 am Vito Picinic
9:00 am Michael Tota,
1st Anniversary

Thursday, March 1
7:00 am David Wallace
9:00 am James McGee

Friday, March 2

7:00 am Linda Fedina
9:00 am Barbara Lockhart,
1st Anniversary

Saturday, March 3

9:00 am Memorial Mass
5:00 pm Deceased Members of
the Horrilleno Family

Sunday, March 4

7:30 am Kozlowski Family
9:00 am People of the Parish
10:30 am Maria & Joseph Patti
12 noon John & Bridget Rocks
6:15 pm Peter O’Rourke

St. Elizabeth’s Online Giving - As the Business Manager here at St. Eliza-

beth’s, I encourage everyone to use our electronic giving method of supporting the
work of our parish. It’s much easier than writing a check every week and your contribution is automatically debited to your checking, savings, Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express account into the parish’s bank account. Please consider
joining many of your fellow parishioners who are using Online Giving. It’s very easy
to enroll. Simply go to our parish website (www.saintelizabeths.org) and click on
the Online Giving tab in the How Can We Help You section. For additional information of if you need assistance with this program, give me a call at 201-8911122, ext. 201 or email me at jtpolito@saintelizabeths.org.

Knights of Columbus Fish Fry/Pasta
Night March 9 The Knights are sponsoring a
Fish Fry/Pasta Dinner on Friday, March 9 from
6-8 pm in the Parish Hall. Dinner choices are
either fried fish, french fries, and cole slaw; or
pasta, salad and garlic bread. Ticket info will be
available next week.

K of C Baby Bottle Thanks St. Elizabeth Knights thank the people of the parish
for participating in the "Baby Bottle Boomerang." Through your generosity, over
$3,000 will be sent to the Several Sources Foundation to help save babies lives.

Good Samaritan Ministry If you would like to be Good Samaritan to a fel-

low parishioner, who is homebound, you will have the chance to do it. Join our
new ministry. There is not an established commitment. Parishioners in this ministry will have the chance to bring food and to visit an elderly person or someone
who requests to be visited. Please contact Fr. Carlos Briceno at
frcarlos@saintelizabeths.org or call the Parish Center at 201-891-1122 ext. 216.
“But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him,
he took pity on him.” (Luke 10:33)

The Community Thrift Shop in Midland Park is in need of volunteers.
The week of March 27th – March 29th 10 am-12 noon & 1 pm-3 pm. If you can
help, call Dot at the Parish Center 201-891-1122 ext. 260.

Altar Server Training Dates Friday, March 2, 4 -5 pm — Friday, March

9, 4:30 -5:30 pm— Saturday, March 10, 11 am-12 noon. All training will take in the
Church. Call the Parish Center to rsvp. at 201-891-1122.

Men’s Cornerstone Weekend March 2-3 St. Elizabeth’s Church
invites you to participate in Men’s Cornerstone Weekend. These 24 hours
over 2 days are an opportunity to renew your faith and grow in your experience within the Christian community. It is also a way to meet other people from St. Elizabeth’s in a warm, welcoming environment on both a personal and a spiritual level. For more information contact James Santana at
973-714-6639 or email: MCornerstone25@gmail.com. Register at
www.stelizabethcornerstone.org!

2018 Anniversary Masses The Office of Family Life

Family Liturgy Schedule
at 10:30 am Mass

February

25– 4th Grade CCD Mass

Ministries of the Archdiocese of Newark is once again recognizing those couples celebrating five, twenty-five and
fifty years of Christian marriage. 2018 Anniversary Masses are celebrated at the Cathedral of Basilica of the Sacred
Heart in Newark on the following dates:
April 29
3:00 pm
5 & 25 years
May 6
3:00 pm
50 years
Registration for couples wishing to participate in these liturgies may contact Dotsy at the Parish Office, 201-891-1122.
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NEWS AND EVENTS

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK
ARCHDIOCESAN LENTEN REGULATIONS
1. The days of both Fast & Abstinence during Lent are Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday. If possible, the fast on Good
Friday is continued until the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday
night) as the “paschal fast” to honor the suffering and death
of the Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share more
fully and to celebrate more readily His Resurrection. The
other Fridays of Lent are days of Abstinence.

For more information or to register call 973-497-4545
Catholic Men’s Conference
catholicmen@rcan.org
Women’s Conference
catholicwomen@rcan.org

On a day of Fast, only one (1) full meal is permitted and
(2) smaller meals which, if added together, would
not exceed the main meal in quantity.
Those between the ages of 18-59 are obliged to fast.
On a day of Abstinence, no meat may be eaten. Those
who have reached the age of 14 are obliged by the law of
abstinence.

2. The obligation to observe the laws of Fast & Abstinence
“substantially” or as whole is a serious obligation.
3. The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are designated
as days of penance, but each individual may substitute for
the traditional abstinence from meat some other practice of
voluntary self-denial as penance.
4. The time for fulfilling the Paschal Precept (Easter Duty*)
extends from the First Sunday of Lent, February 18, 2018 to
the Solemnity of the Holy Trinity, May 27, 2018.
*Canon 920. §1 All the faithful, after they have been initiated into
the Most Holy Eucharist, are bound by the obligation of receiving
Communion at least once a year..

For more information or to register go to
www.renewintl.org/celebrate40
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