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My Dear Friends at St. Elizabeth’s,
I’m sure many of you watched the Super Bowl two weeks ago between the Philadelphia Eagles and the New
England Patriots. As a “Connecticut Yankee,” of course, I was rooting for New England. It was a great game
with lots of suspense until the very end. I congratulate our neighbors from the “City of Brotherly Love” on their
victory! Although I enjoyed the football game, I also enjoyed watching the commercials. Many of them were
very clever, others funny and some seemed to push the envelope of acceptability. There was one commercial
in particular that aired for just over two minutes before the start of the game that deeply touched my heart.
Perhaps you too might remember the MassMutual commercial, “I’ll Stand By You.” I don’t think it was considered a winner by the commercial pundits, but it was with me and in part inspired both my homily last Sunday
and my Ash Wednesday homily.
Our Lenten practices of prayer, fasting, and charitable giving are designed to strengthen our relationship with
God and our neighbors. They develop and nourish the roots of our faith so that they grow strong and deep,
like a mighty oak tree, extending outward in many directions impacting and influencing our community and
neighbors. Our faith is not meant to be kept to ourselves, but like Jesus did for the leper in our Gospel last
week, we are meant to reach out and touch someone with mercy and compassion. This is what I observed in
the commercial, and I was inspired—motorcycle bikers helping a student bullied by his schoolmates, teenagers
starting lunch clubs so no one eats alone in the school cafeteria, neighbors rebuilding a home for a World War
II veteran, a family taking in a homeless man, neighbors helping neighbors impacted by hurricane Harvey, and
people of faith praying with Muslims, whose mosque was torched.
As I began to research the video, I discovered that each of the segments was not only true, but those appearing
(and singing) in the video were the actual individuals involved! On Ash Wednesday, the cross, traced on our
forehead reminds us that we walk in the footsteps of Christ in our own brokenness, and that we walk in solidarity with the hungry, the brokenhearted, and those in need of mercy and compassion. It also reminds us of our
willingness to repent and to live the Gospel values more faithfully each day.
As we journey through the 40-days of Lent as a parish family, may we be inspired by the commercial, “I’ll
Stand By You,” and through prayer, fasting and charitable giving, may the roots of our faith grow deep and
strong giving us a heart of love to serve God and neighbor.
I wish you many blessings and a fruitful Lent!

Deacon Andy
NEWS AND EVENTS
Altar Server Training Dates

President’s Day, Monday, February 19th
One Mass Only at 9:00 am
Parish Center will be closed.

Men’s Cornerstone Weekend March 2-3
St. Elizabeth’s Church invites you to participate in Men’s
Cornerstone Weekend. These 24 hours over 2 days are an
opportunity to renew your faith and grow in your experience within the Christian community. It is also a way to
meet other people from St. Elizabeth’s in a warm, welcoming environment on both a personal and a spiritual level.
For more information contact James Santana at 973-7146639 or email: MCornerstone25@gmail.com. Register at
www.stelizabethcornerstone.org!

Friday, February 2
Saturday, February 24
Friday, March 2
Friday, March 9
Saturday, March 10

4 - 5 pm
11 am-12 noon
4 -5 pm
4:30 -5:30 pm
11 am-12 noon

All training will take in the Church. Please call the
Parish Center to rsvp. at 201-891-1122.

Stations of the Cross
7 pm Fridays in Lent
February 16 & February 23
March 2, March 9,
March 16 & March 23

COLLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK ENDING FEBRUARY 11,
Offertory $13,924 | Online $2,658 | Total $21,483
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MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, February 17
9:00am Memorial Mass
5:00pm Noriel Cruz
George & Alice Becker
Angelina Detino

Sunday, February 18

7:30am Peter & Helen Dahlinger
9:00am Noriel Cruz
10:30am People of the Parish
12 noon James Brown, 12th Anniv.
6:15pm Calandra
& Capalbo Familes

Monday, February 19
9:00am John Berardinelli

Tuesday, February 20
7:00am Joan Mazor
9:00am Thomas Shelby

Wednesday, February 21
7:00am Elizabeth Romano,
Happy Birthday
9:00am John A. Cahill

Thursday, February 22

7:00am Louise Robinson
9:00am Lawrence W. Zivkovich

Friday, February 23

7:00am Barry Crowley
9:00am Rev. James B. Sullivan

Saturday, February 24
9:00am Memorial Mass
5:00pm Jennifer Duffy

Sunday, February 25

7:30am People of the Parish
9:00am Patrick Kenny
10:30am For the protection of
the babies in the womb
& their families
12 noon Robert Denise
6:15pm Margaret Malone

The Community Thrift Shop in Midland Park is in need of volunteers.
The week of March 27th – March 29th 10 am-12 noon & 1 pm-3 pm. If you can
help, call Dot at the Parish Center 201-891-1122 ext. 260.

Good Samaritan Ministry If you would like to be Good Samaritan to a fellow

parishioner, who is homebound, you will have the chance to do it. Join our new
ministry. There is not an established commitment. Parishioners in this ministry
will have the chance to bring food and to visit an elderly person or someone who
requests to be visited. Contact Fr. Carlos Briceno at frcarlos@saintelizabeths.org or
call the Parish Center at 201-891-1122 ext. 216. “But a Samaritan, as he traveled,
came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.” (Luke 10:33)

St. Martin’s Soup Kitchen On Saturday, February 24th, we will be serving chicken legs and thighs (Original Shake and Bake), mixed vegetables. If
you can donate food contact, Jonathan Camiolo, 201-891-3262. It would be
very helpful for planning if you could call by Tuesday, February 20th.
St. Elizabeth’s Online Giving Online Giving is a direct payment pro-

gram whereby your contribution is debited automatically from your
checking, savings, Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or American Express account into your church's bank account. For additional information or if
you need assistance with this program, please call Jack Polito at (201) 891
-1122 ext. 202 or e-mail him at jtpolito@saintelizabeths.org.

Memorial for the week February 18
Sanctuary Light: In Memory of James Brown, 12th Anniversary
Given by: Mary Brown & Family.

Family Liturgy Schedule
at 10:30 AM Mass

February

18– Gather the Children
25– 4th Grade CCD Mass
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NEWS AND EVENTS

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK
ARCHDIOCESAN LENTEN REGULATIONS
1. The days of both Fast & Abstinence during Lent are Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday. If possible, the fast on Good
Friday is continued until the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday
night) as the “paschal fast” to honor the suffering and death
of the Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share more
fully and to celebrate more readily His Resurrection. The
other Fridays of Lent are days of Abstinence.

For more information or to register call 973-497-4545
Catholic Men’s Conference catholicmen@rcan.org
Women’s Conference catholicwomen@rcan.org

On a day of Fast, only one (1) full meal is permitted and
(2) smaller meals which, if added together, would
not exceed the main meal in quantity.
Those between the ages of 18-59 are obliged to fast.
On a day of Abstinence, no meat may be eaten. Those
who have reached the age of 14 are obliged by the law of
abstinence.

2. The obligation to observe the laws of Fast & Abstinence
“substantially” or as whole is a serious obligation.

Catholic Charities
Night at the Rock!

3. The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are designated
as days of penance, but each individual may substitute for
the traditional abstinence from meat some other practice of
voluntary self-denial as penance.

Thursday, February 22
Come out for a night of
family fun
at the Devils game
against Minnesota
Wild!

4. The time for fulfilling the Paschal Precept (Easter Duty*)
extends from the First Sunday of Lent, February 18, 2018 to
the Solemnity of the Holy Trinity, May 27, 2018.

Get your picture taken with Cardinal Tobin!
For more information, contact Maria Biancheri
973-596-3985 or mbiancheri@ccannj.org

*Canon 920. §1 All the faithful, after they have been initiated into
the Most Holy Eucharist, are bound by the obligation of receiving
Communion at least once a year..
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