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+ My dear parishioners and friends:
This week’s cover is dedicated to several of our St. E’s students, who were winners for their posters and essays in the
Archdiocesan Respect Life Contest for 2018. I am proud to introduce Alejandro Castro (5th Grade), who was an Archdiocesan winner, and Emma Romond (4th Grade), Sophia Rigoli (5th Grade), Chloe Santillan (6th Grade), and Will Daniels
(6th Grade), who were parish winners. Congratulations to them all!
In fact, as I write to you, I have just returned from teaching our fourth graders all about Lent, and I am still smiling! What
bright, engaging, funny, and sincere young students we have here at St. E’s! While I was with them, Father Vincent had the
seventh grade class. Father Carlos had greeted the students when they arrived this morning. I am happy that all three of us
priests are working with our SES children.
I really enjoyed being the preacher at all the Masses last weekend. It is so wonderful to be able to speak from the heart with
all of you. I heard a lot of great feedback about the mini two-minute retreat at the end of my homily. We’ll do more of that
because I think it is important to quiet our minds and our hearts.
I was also glad that we could reflect quietly for a few moments about Ben Landel. I keep thinking that he had such a powerful
impact in only 18 years. I have never seen such a large wake service in all my years as a priest. It is a great testament to how
well he lived his own mantra: Everybody, love everybody.
As you heard last week, we made an important decision concerning the flu season. During this serious epidemic, we will not
offer the chalice at Mass. However, I want to stress that whenever you receive the sacred host at Communion, you are indeed
partaking of both the Body and Blood of Christ.
This week we received a memo from the Archdiocese of Newark outlining our Lenten obligations. I am sure that most of you
are familiar with the Lenten practices that we observe every year. Basically, our obligations fall into three categories, which
are to pray, to fast, and to give alms. The days for fasting and abstinence are Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. This is to have
one full meatless meal on these days and two smaller meals. For your prayerful moments during the day, I would suggest our
little black book, which will give you six minutes of daily prayer as a guide, but please feel free to do whatever you are
inspired to do. Giving alms are all the ways in which we can help others. I invite all of us to take a little time to think about
the many meaningful ways we can make this Lent fruitful and memorable. Easter will be an even more joyful celebration
when we have truly walked with Christ all throughout Lent.
The Women’s Cornerstone retreat was a fantastic success last weekend! We had a terrific gathering of women led by Shannon Cevasco and Tina Rowe. I am always inspired when I see women helping their sisters to grow closer to God. Cornerstone
is a remarkable program, as many of you already know.
Finally, I hope that you enjoyed watching and listening to Cardinal Tobin during the Sharing God’s Blessings video we saw
last weekend. As I mentioned, I decided to double my gift this year from $500 to $1,000. This is not that easy for me to do,
but nevertheless, I want to support our archdiocese and do my part to enhance its ministries. I hope you will all find a way to
participate in this important program.
During these last few days before Ash Wednesday (and Saint Valentine’s Day), let us look for every opportunity that God puts
on our path to show kindness and love to everybody we meet!

In Christ’s Peace,

NEWS AND EVENTS
February 14th
7:00 am Daily Mass with ashes
9:00 am Daily Mass with ashes
12:00 noon Scripture Service with ashes
4:00 pm Scripture Service with ashes
7:00 pm Mass with ashes

COLLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK ENDING JANUARY 28th,
Offertory $20,353 | Online $4,951 | Total $25,304
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MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, February 10
9:00 am Memorial Mass
5:00 pm Edward Zaretski
Patricia Walther
Paul & Hazel Mangin
Sunday, February 11
7:30 am Keith Thomas
9:00 am Margaret & Harold Bell
& Bonnie Bell Gerli
10:30 am Florencia Tolosa
12 noon Kevin Spatz
6:15 pm People of the Parish

Monday, February 12
7:00 am Robert Spinnler
9:00 am Rosemarie Fuchs

Tuesday, February 13
7:00 am Tim Harbert
9:00 am Frank Monahan

Wednesday, February 14
Ash Wednesday

St. Martin’s Soup Kitchen on Saturday, February 24th, we will be serving

chicken legs and thighs (Original Shake and Bake), mixed vegetables. If you can
donate food contact, Jonathan Camiolo at 201-891-3262. It would be very helpful
for planning if you could call by Tuesday, Feb. 20th.

The Community Thrift Shop in Midland Park is in need of volun-

teers. The week of March 27th – March 29th 10 am-12 noon & 1 pm-3 pm. If
you are interested, call Dot at the Parish Center 201-891-1122 ext. 260.

Good Samaritan Ministry If you would like to be a Good Samaritan to a fel-

low parishioner, who is homebound, you will have the chance to do it. Join our new
ministry. There is not an established commitment. Parishioners in this ministry
will have the chance to bring food and to visit an elderly person or someone who
requests to be visited. Contact Fr. Carlos Briceno at frcarlos@saintelizabeths.org or
call the Parish Center at 201-891-1122 ext. 204.
“But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him,
he took pity on him.” (Luke 10:33)

Men’s Cornerstone Weekend March 2-3

St. Elizabeth’s Church invites you to participate in Men’s Cornerstone Weekend.
These 24 hours over 2 days are an opportunity to renew your faith and grow in your
experience within the Christian community. It is also a way to meet other people
from St. Elizabeth’s in a warm, welcoming environment on both a personal and a
spiritual level. For more info., contact James Santana at 973-714-6639 or email:
MCornerstone25@gmail.com. Register at www.stelizabethcornerstone.org!

7:00 am Julia Schaefer
9:00 am Daniel Giletta,
Charles Rightmyer
12 noon Scripture Sharing
4:00 pm Scripture Sharing
7:00 pm Kenneth Shelby

Thursday, February 15
7:00 am Joseph Brino
9:00 am Joan Kempf

Friday, February 16
7:00 am Louis Cosenza
9:00 am Robert Denise

Saturday, February 17
9:00 am Memorial Mass
5:00 pm Noriel Cruz
George & Alice Becker

Sunday, February 18

7:30 am Peter & Helen Dahlinger
9:00 am Noriel Cruz
10:30 am People of the Parish
12 noon James Brown, 12th Anniv.
6:15 pm Calandra
& Capalbo Familes

Memorials for the week February 11
Altar Bread & Wine: In Memory of Mark Sproha, given by: Mr. & Mrs. Jenski.
Candles on the Altar: In Memory of Mark Sproha, given by: Jean Avia.
Sanctuary Light: In Memory of Bertha Currie, given by: Her Family.
Flowers for the Holy Family Shrine: In Memory of Walter & Theresa Gunn,
given by: The Gunn Family.
Flowers for St. Elizbeth’s Shrine: In Memory of my son Scott Russell
on his 50th Anniversary, given by: His Mom.
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NEWS AND EVENTS

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK
ARCHDIOCESAN LENTEN REGULATIONS

1 The days of both Fast & Abstinence during Lent are Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. If possible, the fast on Good
Friday is continued until the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the “paschal fast” to honor the suffering and death of
the Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share more fully and to celebrate more readily His Resurrection.
The other Fridays of Lent are days of Abstinence.
On a day of Fast, only one (1) full meal is permitted and (2) smaller meals which, if added together, would not
exceed the main meal in quantity.
Those between the ages of 18-59 are obliged to fast.
On a day of Abstinence, no meat may be eaten.
Those who have reached the age of 14 are obliged by the law of abstinence.

2. The obligation to observe the laws of Fast & Abstinence “substantially” or as whole is a serious obligation.
3. The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are designated as days of penance, but each individual may substitute for the
traditional abstinence from meat some other practice of voluntary self-denial as penance.

4. The time for fulfilling the Paschal Precept (Easter Duty*) extends from the First Sunday of Lent, February 18, 2018 to
the Solemnity of the Holy Trinity, May 27, 2018.
*Canon 920. §1 All the faithful, after they have been initiated into the Most Holy Eucharist, are bound by the obligation of
receiving Communion at least once a year..
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